NATIONAL INTELLIGENCER.

—
LOYAL OPPOSITION ILLUSTRATED.

Our readers are aware that from time to time
we have made oitations from the messages of the
Governors of the States, us they have sncueuw.e] y
appeared st this season of the year, on the occasion
of the assembling of the State Legislatures, con-
fining oursclves chiefly to selections from mfob
portions of their ¢communications as had relation
to “ pational affairs,” and which might therefore
De justly held to possess more than a local interest
and importance, as reflecting the views of men
olothed by their official position with important
powers st this epoch in our political history.

In scoordance with this habit we to-dsy make
room for the reproduction of so muoh of the mes-
sage of Governor PARKER, of New Jersey, (trans-
mitted to the Legislature of that State on the 13th
instant,) as treats on these topios. It secms to us
that, besides the features common to all oﬁe.ual
communieations of this kind, there are ptcu]lfr
reasons why the views of Governor Parker at this
orisia in our history should be entitled to a respect-
ful hearing and s candid consideration. The State
of which he is the honored Executive was the only
o6 of the Non-slaveholdiog States in which the
present amiable incumbent of the Prm!identin[
ohair failed at the last election for President to
receive a majority sufficiently large to procure
in his favor the suffrage of the entire eleotoral col-
lege of such States. And at sll the eleotions
which have been subsequently held in New Jersey,
the people of the State have, by majorities not

-only decided, but unprecedented, declared them-
solves opposed to those distinctive measures of the
Administration which have become points of dif-
ference among loyal citizens.

Without finding it necessary for the purposes of
this article to raise any question as to the tena-
bility of the different grounds taken on these dis-
puted measures by the professed supporters ¢f the
Administration on the one hand and by its avow-

' ed opponents on the other, we wish simply to
signalize the a:titude held by the Gavemo.r and
people of New Jersey as a striking illustration of
the limits within which a *loyal opposition” may
be conducted, not only without detriment to the
national cause, but really with advantage to the
moral force of the paramount issues which, in an
nour like this, compose the true tests of “loyalty,”
as they indicate the true bounds of demarcation
between the enemies and the supporters of the Go-
vernment. If, for instance, ia spite of political
differences, we find the Governor of New Jersey
as prompt as the Governor of Massachusetts in re
sponding to all the calls emanating from the pre-
gent Administration in the emergencies thrast
upon it by & gigantic insurrection, we may be sure
that ‘there is something in the cause of the Govern-
ment which lies deeper in the hearts of the people
than those questions of administrative policy to
which partisans on ‘the one side and on the other
are tempted, by their antipathies or their predilec-
tions, to ascribe an exaggerated importance. With-
out drawing any invidious comparisons it is safe to
say that the people of New Jersey, notwithstand-
ing the fact that they embrace a less proportionjof
political supporters of the present Administration
than any other loyal State, have beea bekind no
State in the promptoess with which they have con-
tributed of their men and means to the defence of the
Governm ent when imperilled by an armed sedition.

New Jersey was the first to place her eutive quota
of “three months” men in the field, fully armed
and equipped, after President Lineoln, on the 15th

of April, 1861, had summoned the loyal States to the
succor and defence of the Union. The number of
regiments which she raised for the three years’
service compared well with that of any other State ¢
coming in the same category with respect to the pro-
portion of its arms-bsaring population. She was the
first to procure her full complement of men under the
subsequent eall for 300,000 additional troops. Of the
#nine months’ men" she farnished her appropriate
coatingent, and atthelast call of the Governmeat she
raised by voluoteering more men than were ob-
tained from the whole of New England by the
draft. Or, as Gov. Parker modestly states it,
there have been credited to the State on her as-
signed quota ““about five thousand men, being
nearly two-thirds of the required number; while
the draft in other States yielded only about one-
third the quota in men and money, caleulating three
bundred dollars as representing a man.”

We need pot recall to the recollection of our
readers that when the late invasion of Pennasyl-
vania by the army of Gen. Lee spread so much
oonsternation throughout that State, the hastily
organized levies of New Jersey were the first to
reach the scene of threatened attack. The gal-
lantry of her troops on wany a stricken field, from
the opening battle of Williamsburg on the Virginia
Peninsula to the last battles that have been fought
in the Bo'ﬁth\\'ﬂt, hias llready received general
recognition.

We do not recapitulate these faots for the pur-
pose of drawing any deductions from them that
oan minister to the pride of one Stale or rouse the
legitimate sensibilities of her equally loyal sisters.
We use them for a far other and higher purpose.
We wish to set in a clear light the essential ele-
ments of loyalty, us seen in the faithful perform-
snoe of constitutional duty under the pressure
of oconsiderations springing from respect for the
Ooustitution, snd which are obviously not in-
spired by mere allegiancs to party. Far be it
from us to say or to insinnate that other Gov.
ernors of other Siates have responded {0 the
oalls of the Adwinistration in obedience to the
impulses of party, but what we mesn to may is
that he example of a man like Governor Par-
ker, (and we might specify many others,) who,
though belonging to the ““opposition,”” has been
behind no other in zealous and effective servioce, is
valuable not only for the honor it reflects on him
but for the moral force it gives to the national
oause, in its simplicity and purity, apart from the
tl‘lnli.llt shibboleths of plﬂy. We have never
heard from him that any esll of the Government
for troops to maintain the honor of the flag and the
integrity of the country was felt by the people of
New Jersey to be “a heavy deaft ot their patriot-

jsm,” and this, too, while making it plain that he
dissents as widely from the present policy of the

Admiuistnu’un as (tov. Andrew from, tho policy
which preceded it. It may be that Gov. Parker
is entirely wrong in his peculiar views, but none
can deny that he knows how to conciliate loyalty to
his convictions with loyalty to his Government.

There ure those who suppose themselves to in-
orease the strength of the Administration by arraign-
ing and vilifying as “traitors,” ¢ sympathizers
with rebels,” or *‘ men of questionable loyalty” sll
who do not concur with them in certain views of
public policy. We have studiously propesed to
ourselves a different rule of duty. We have sought
to find points of sgreement rather than of dissen- |
sion smong all who honestly desired to lsbor for
the preservation of the Constitution and the resto-
ration of the Uniap in itsintegrity. We have not
found in all dissent from particular measures of
the Administration the marks of “ treuon,f’ even
when this dissent has been pushed to the verge of
faction at one time by the nominal adhereuts and
at suother by the nominal opponents of the Ad-
ministration, though on this score we fecl bound
to say that the Administration has had more to
suffer, if not to fear, from the former than from
the latter. If those who loyslly support equally

with those who loyally oppose the Administration
could be brought to do greater justice to each
other's opinions and purposes, we might hope
to see our political contesta divestea of their
traculence and ferocity, with an addition made to
the moral force and symmetry of our popular in-
gtitutions. But to this end 1t is needed, in the
words of Bacon, ““ to have the mind move in Cha-
rity, rest in Providence, snd turn on the poles of

Truth.”

RESTRICTIONS ON TRADE

It is known to our readers that there has been
much disoussion with regard to the expedieney of
the restrictions which, under the regulations of
t 1e Seoretary of the Treasury, are placed on trade
with persons residing in regions lying within dis-
tricts lately in rebellion, but reclaimed from the
control of the insurgent forces by the progress of
our arms. We bave not found time to examine
this subject in all its relations, but suppose that it
is mainly in virtue of military considerations that
this embargo is instituted and maintsined. Trade
is interdicted with these quarters lest it may, di-
rectly or indirectly, by mistake or by fraud, be
madp to contrilyate to the material resources of the
enemy. It is obvious, however, that there are otker
considerations than those of a purely military char-
acter which should enter into the elements of the
question raised under this head. This will be
readily perceived from the following representa-
tions made in the “ Confederate Congress” by Mr.
Clapp, a delegate from the State of Mississippi, in
a discussion had on the bill of Mr. Foote, of Ten-
nessee, proposing to forbid the ciroulation of United
States Treasury notes within the Confederate
Btates. Referring to the trade surreptitiously car-
ried on by the people of Mississippi with loyal
merchants of Memphis, he said :

“In all that eection such had been the effect of this
truffic that nothing eould now be bought for Confederate
woney except only when our troops were there to enforee
respect to the Confederate laws, Citizens had not only
refused to sell their cotton for Confederate money, but
conecsaled it, snd, when opportunity served, transported it
to Memphis and disposed of it for greenbscks. It had
been shewn that not less than from one thousand to two
thonsand bales per week had been delivered at Memphis,
and in return the country was overflowed with trifles,
ereating srtificial wants, and produciog an utter disregard
of the laws and of the interests of the Confederacy. He
would make this law o as to bring the men who were
ereating this state of affairs, bringing distress and ruin
upon the families and homee of our soldiers, to that ac-
countability whieh they deserve. There was now no law

tn resch the case, end our courts shonld at ooes be fur-
nished with the authority to deal with it

Commenting on these representations, a Repub-
lican coutemporary, the Hartford (Conn.) Courant,
BAYS :
“The rebel Government stands in mortal dread of the
diffumon of our eurreney among the people of the South.
Memminger's rags have ceased nlmost entirely to exercise
conservative influsnce upon the fortunes of the Confede-
racy on secount of their scknowledged worthlesaness.
Every dollar in greenbacks that finds its way across the
lines ie hoarded like gold. Ttis & wise maxim in war to
do the thing which the enemy wmost dreads. If the Rich:
wond Congress legislates to throw obstacles in the way of
the introduction of United Btates money the Federal Cun-
grows should meet such action by scunter-legislation.
Much ean be secomplished by removing all restraint from
the traffic in cotton. Let planters, without roference to
politieal notecedents or proelivities, bring their crops to
depota in our possession snd exchanges them for United
States money. Every bill so scattered will prove an argu-
ment to the holder in fuvor of the Union.  Kebel serip will
continue to sink to lower depths till no sspe persons will
think of gnving it exeept for lamp lighters.
 If the Davis Government endeavors to destroy the cot-
ton to present the trade it will incur the bitter hostility
of the pianting interest  Oo the banks of the Miscisnipps
few planters were sufficiently patrivtie to commit their
orope Lo the flames to save them from the hands of the
‘Yankees'! While a little was destroyed voluntarily, or
by rovisg bands of guerrillas, mueh the larger portion was
either enneealad or removed to the interior. Thoughtful
men at the South are eonvineed that greenbacks are good,
and destined to rewmnsin good. Having suffered a thousand
unsccustomed hardships in consequenge of the war, sud
lovking forward to still gloomier times in the futare, they
will greatly prefer Federal money to the sshes of their
produce. Regulations ean unquestionabiy be made which
will bring lnrge amounie of eotton to market, and ioflict
eti] deeper wounds vpon th: Confedwsrsey by injuring ita
curreney.”

THE BASIS OF THE NATIONAL CAUSE.

We alluded a few days ago to the evidences af-
forded in favor of the substantisl grounds on which
the cause of the Government rests in the present
struggle, as seen in the faet that that cause eqoally
claims and receives, in its essential features, the
support of the Democratie Governor of New Jer-
sey and of the Republican Goverdor of Massachu.
setts, while they radically differ as to the expedi-
ency and even the eoustitutionality of some of the
measures adopted by the A dministration in the con-
duct of the “ war for the Union.” And there are
vandid men in the SBouth who can perceive the ne-
cessity laid on the Federal Government and on the
Loyal States to resist the destructive principle of
secession, which lays its axe at the very root of the
tree under whose shadow the whole nation sat in
p.ace and safety. To this effeot the Hon. Thos.
Butler King, of Georgia, in a rec2ot letter, to which
we have previously adverted, writes as follows :

“ War must end in peace ; and sioner or later both par-
ties muat agree to terma upon which they will lay amdes
their arme. | he events of the past two years should be
sufficient Lo convinea every ressonable man, both North
and Bouth, that it is impossible for the Faderal Govern
ment to subjugate our people ; and statesmen of the South
cannot fail Lo peroeive that the Federal Govsrnment cannot
abandon the war, excopt on a restoration af the Union, with-
out denger of the further dismemberment of the nation "

And in view of this attitade, necessarily im-
pressed on the Federal Government not only by
considerations of constiiutional fidelity, but by the
most primary instinets of self-preservation, he
avows the oconclusion that, unless both parties
can be influenced by a spirit of concession and
compromise, no man can answer how long the pre-

THE NATIONAL BANKS. .

The Comptroller of the Currenoy has just issued
a pamphlet ocontaining suggestions for the guid-
ance and instruction of the mansgers of banks es-
tablished under the National Bsuking System of
Mr. Beoretary CHAsE. Iu the course of his sug-
gestions, Mr. MeCulloch makes the following allu-
sion to the real financisl condition of the country,
notwithstanding its sccming provperity :

 Bear conatantly in mind, slthough the Loynl States ap-
pear superficially to be in 8 prospercus condition, that

sach is not the fact. That whi vagmut in en-
gaged in the suppression of a rebellion unexampled

fierconess and magumitude, aud is drainiog the
country of its laboring sud producing tion, and di-
verting its mechsnical industry from of t
value to the construetion of implementa of 1 re; while

cities are erowded, and the eountry is Lo the same extent
depleted, and waste and extravaganos ail as they
cever before prevailed in the United the nation,
whatever may to the external indications, is not proeper
ing. The war in which we are involved ‘is a stern peces-
sity, snd must be prosecuted for the pe n of the
Government, no matter what may be its cost; but the
country will unquestionably be the poorer every day it is
continued. ‘T'he seeming prosperity of the Loyal States
is owing mainly to the large expenditures of the Govern-
ment and the redundant cuirency w these expend-
tures seem to render nee . Keep these facts con-
s'antly in mind, and munsge the affairs of your respective
banks with & parfect consciousness that the apparent pros-
perity of the country will be proved to be unreal when
the war is closed, if not before; and be prepared, by
vareful management of the trust committed to you, to help
to save the nation from a finaneial , instead of
lending your influence to make it more eertain and more
savere.”

The Comptroller proceeds to advise the inana-
gers of the new banks to do nothing to emcourage
speculation, to make discounts on short time, snd
to seoure payment of all loans, even if the money
is not wanted. ¢ Distribute your loansrather than
oconcentrate them in a few hands,” hé says: “large
borrowers are apt to control the bank,” which is
dangerous for all parties.. When you doubt the
goodness of a note * give the bank the benefit of
the doubt;” olose the account of any customer
whose honesty is doubted ; and then, ‘in business
know no man’s polities ”’ Pay your officers sala-
ries on which they can live, and dismiss them if
they are extravagant and spend more. Collect a
good surplus, even if you make swall dividends ;
do not turn aside, from legitimate business to
“gplendid financiering;”’ and especially do what
you can toexpedite the return to specie payments.
He adds:

“While the exigencies of the nation have required that
the isaues of the Government should be a legal tender, it
must never be forgotten that the business of the country
rests upon an uosound basis, or, rather, is without a proper
basis ne long #s the Government and the banks are not
meeting their obligations in eoin "

AWFUL CALAMITY IN CHILL

Intelligence from South Amerios announces a
terrible calamity at Santiago, the capital of the
Republic ¢f Chili, on the 8ch ultimo. The Cathe-
dral canght fire during a great religious ceremonial,
and from fifteen hundred to two thousand people,
mostly women and children, were burnt or smother-
ed to death. The sufferers, in their frantic efforts
to escupe, closed the doors, and the press against
them prevented them from being again opened.
The flames apread very rapidly, on account of the
Cathedral being 6roamented with drapery and other
light material. The following extract from a let-
ter, received by a gentleman of Washington, gives
some of the heart-rending particulars. It is dated
at St Jago' on the 16th of Decembor:

“An awful publio cnlamity afflicts at this moment this
city and the Republic. The burning of the great church
* Compania,’ which took place on the afternoon of Tues-
day, Eth instant, has prodoced and causad the most bitter
and profound griel to hundreda of fuwilies, deprived as they
ure, by that horrible eatastrophe, of many of their rela-
tives, daughters, siaters, and mothers, and his spread con-
sternation smongst all the people of this capital. In that
wfternoon was to take place a solemn eelebration of the
religious festivity of that day; and when the church was
crowded with over two thoussnd people, nearly all females
and young persons, the priocipal altar took fire, and in-
stantly the flames, communieating themselves to the ceil-
ing and all the cornices and draperies, made all the inte-
rior ol the church a voracions conflsgration. The laige
aspowblnge, (rightened aud in great coofusion, could not
manage to get out, and, except the few that escaped, per
ighed vitber by asphyxin or were devoured by the flames.
This passed so rapidly that whan the police and some citi-
zens becama aware of the nccident and ran te the suceor
of the :ilicted, the frightiul catastrophe was at an end—
was sirendy consummated. Tt waa ooly possible to wrest
from the flames s few persons uoarly dead and expiring
The vumber of vietims exceeds fifteen bundred, and
smongat them many respectable, distinguished, and be-
loved of the ecity as well as to the whole conntry. The
logs suffered is irreparable, and must draw (he aympathies
of all Chiistian people.”

Sinece the foregoing matter was prepared for the
press we have received the following detailed ac-
counts of the ead catastrophe by a corvespondent
of the New York Times, who was an eye-witness
of its harrowing incidents:

BANTIAGO DE CHILE, DEceEMBER 14, 1863,

Since the borrible loss of life in the earthquake st
Moodoza, nothing has spprosched in mournfulness the
spectacle presented to-day by the mngnifiesnt capital of
Chile. By the conflagration of the Jesuit Chureh on the
evening of the 8th instant, more than two thousand vietims
wore suddooly burried joto eteroity by the most fearful of
all ponsible denths, that of fire 1t were impoasible to exag.
gorate the horror of the scepe—it cannot even be de-
soribed ; and, although nn eyo-witness of the terrible
roality. I feel how uttarly impossible it ia to eonvey in
lsnguage an ides of (ke lLenrt rending spectacle of
Tucalny avoning

It hun been the custom for the past five years to cele-
brate the “ mouth of Mary” with grest zeal and pomp in
the chureh of the Compsaiiia or Jesuil chureh, sitosted at
iha eorner of the street of that name and Bauders street,
and fronting the plazucls of la Compania. The eurale
baving organized a raligious association known as the
“ Daughters of Mary,” has held annusl services during
said month, winding up upon the Sth with a grand ilumi
nation of the chureh, and sarmon in the avening, at which
all the members were earnestly entreated to be presont.

Thia year, determined to cutshine ali former exhibitions,
he made nrrangements to adorn the ehurch with gariande
of flowers, eoloasal atatuse, and w.th an unprecedented
number of lights. Mo was vaialy remosstrated with by
the Archbishop and others i suthority, who raluctantly
gave their eonsent to the display  The church wan filled
with the devout all day, and towarda nightfall a eontinuous
stream of human beings, slmost exclusively women, poured
into the ehurch until every avenne was denssly packed,
and the atepa of the chureh mnd far out into the plaza
were fillod with & hushed snd koeeling crowd. The doors
were then all c'osed, save the wnin sntranee, for the double
purpose of preventing the eonfusion oseasionad by lste
eomers aod of making tha voies of the proacher more dis-
tinetly hear .

Al n little bafore seven the assistants began lighting u
the ehureh nnd were just finishing the grand nltlE. !h:‘mvl.
of the building being fully illuminated with thousands of
Iamps, most of them of F:mﬁnc oil, when, from n trans-
purent crescent at the foot at the statue of the Virgin,
buiat forth n jet of lame.  The attendant nndc-avou(rw
extinguish it with his poncho, but the ioflammable liguid
penstrated the fabric mod only inorensed the danger
In & mowast the flames durt«lv up the garlands of ar-
tificial lowers 1o the roof, the immenss cupoln canght
fire, nod the Ismps wuspended from the roof by at
dropped nod exploded among the densely packed mass of
women kneeling beneath. Darting along the wooden oeil-
ings, ulrendy hented 1o the drynees of h'n,er. the flymnes ran
like binsing serpenta the whole length of the obuich and
rolled down ia kuge billows upon the compset erowd that
had inatinetively sought the main sntrance.

sent desolating and exhausting war will lust.

Duriog the first few moments of surprise and terror

shrisks of sorrow for the destruetion
eburoh resousded through the aieles of

when rushing to the various outleta, all were
save oné, and that one impassable, loud serei :
burst frowm the despsirirg multitude. For s fow |
the heart eries of L Omen
grew (ainter

e oyl ol Lt

broken only by the angry roar of the flamee, or the
of falling towers. By the lurid glare within could
bundreds of human forms, some with faces
prayer to Him before whose throve they were
bastening, others with eyes eagerly straioed snd
t.u.mtrl'.!u:l j towarda the ;ul:al; ai;.i im%}i
tance that it was imposs 0 give;
their little ones close and seeking to sbield their darling
from the flames already blisteriug their own
features; ¢hildren oliugiulg in the phrenzy of despair to
those who would have gl
Trmo howe saread rapidly through the city, and, ia aain-
@ news spread rapidly throug! oity, and,
eredibly alnu-!l space of time, our Minister, Mr. Neleon,
Dr. Silvey, Awericsn Cooeul at Valpo, Heory and
bis nepbew, Henry M. Keith, W. Enton, George ton,
C.T. Pearce, snd & number of other Americans, were
upon the apot, bewing down doors and rushing into
flames to drag out the faw whose proximil
rendered it ible 1o rench them, Don Clandio Mante-
rols, Don Custodio Gallo, and D. Aotonio Gallo, and a
L7 of 1 b inadors et By e Basiel ekt
mujority of the by-standers, !
lm':’)d oof, while the Iorsignen.l’ttho most imminent risk
of life, dragged out the living, the maimed, and the dead,
until the talling timbers and ran of fire from above ex-
tinguieh#d every hope of eaving snother viotim, The most
bairbreadth escspes testifiad the beroiam of thesa noble |
spirite, who, unappulled by the fearful scenes within the
church, never censed their exertions until it was but too
nvid;nt that not one eoul remamed slive of all that mul-
titude.

The eriminal neglect to take the most ordi precau-
tions agninst fire, or even slarm, bae been fearfully atoned.
Of the three thousand persons within the pile, but five
or mix hundred empor and moat of them wounded,
scorched, and naked. The vast crowd became wed,
together, and fainting with heat, terror, and pressure,
the ability to help themselves or second the efforts of those
who risked 1 lives to save them. It was only b
almost superhuman effurt that some few were dragg
frow the tightly packed mass of buman beings at the tar-
dily opened cutlets ; and of those fow, s great majority
ou{r lived a fow hours.

The rescuers, approsching too nearly the dense mass of
vietims, were time and aguin seized by the outstretched
hands of puwbers, and only saved by their own desperate
struggles, aided by their companions from behiod. But
who eould withstand the imploring gestures of those who
upon the very threshold of salvation, saw & fearful and
agonizing death awiltl{n?-prmhmg 1

Imfide :lhe eb“w& ; within a few ntcpln of hth‘;‘ mllin
door frooting upon the plaza, was a_group of per lwo
bundred, from the white haired and venerable woman to
the infant of tender years. On the right hand knelt a
besutiful gizl of some seventeen years, ss yet untouched
by the eager flamea that poured down from sbove, and by
ber side her sister and mother, locked in esch other's arms,
within the reach of those without, who ever and anon dash-
ed recklessly throngh the scorching doorway, and ineffuc
tually grasped the elothing or limbs of the nearest. Writh-
ing with terror, the horrible group awayed to and fro, the
weaker gradually sinking forwa falling, never to
rise agnin, while the stronger battled with desperate ener-
gy to reach the saving hands that struggled as desperately
to reach them, But all was in vain, and in an awfully
brief space of time the wall of flame became im; le;
the entire floor of thechurch was a sea of fire, fed by the
clothiog of the victims and intensified by thed::spin;
lamps. The roof fell in; the towers followed ; the
belfry, with an swful erash, fell across the doorway, bury-
ing the scorched and hissing bodies of those whose suffer-
ing wau over,

‘I'he scene without the church was heart-rending. The

1]

streeta were filled with the dend sud dying, and h
rushed frantioully to and fro, ealling upon the names of
loved ones; & me knelt in the streets to pray, some were
carried off by their (riends, raviog in their grief, while
sowe, disiracted at the thought of wile or child perishing,
rushed frantieally into the ehurch and were seen no mors
Hundreds were taken to the hospitals aud to the neighbor-
ing private houses. All the physicians of the city were
upon the spot, ministering to the injured. At miilnig:‘:
the flames, spent for want of material to feed upon,
lowered, and by morning had entirely ceased. The spec-
tacle, by the glaring hght of day, was indeseribably horrible.
Two thousand corpses, in every stage of earbomgation
from blackened cinder to the slightest scorch, lay in beaps
around the several exit doors, the lsst struggle paicfully
vis ble in the eager position, the outstretched hands, the
staring eye-balls. The upper porticns of the bodies were,
with few exceptioos, disfigured beyond recogoition; the
lower extremities were scareely touched by the

The officinting priests, although as heavily incumbered
an the womeu with clothing, succeeded in escaping, with-
out a single exception; and the same paper which pub
linbed to-day a list of over two thousand vietime wtnu
nmmnes are known, givea also a list of chureh ornaments
and plate rescued, valued at thousands of dollara Three
rooms in s neighboring palatial mansion are filled with fur-
niture, carpets, curtaine, sod pictures saved from the ves-
try, while a few paces beyind were perishiog, in frightful
torture, hundrede of frail and helpless buman beings.

It is announced this afternoon that but seven bodies
have been recognired out of more than two thousand vie-
tims. Seven dwellings bave been elosed and sealed by the
?uihnl‘itirn—nﬂt one soul having returned of either of the

amilies living therein.

‘Deep and loud is the indignation manifested by the press
and the public at the erimioal indifference of the priest-
hood to the safety of their regeongation, and the Govern-
ment has been earnestly beeought to raze the rains of the
ili-fated ** Compania’ to the ground, and to forbid in future
the illumination of churches or night services. The priests
rabel, and insist upon rebuilding the ill fated pile, whieh,
upin Tuesdny last, was for the third time destroyed by
fire. Public indignation is rising, and threats have been
publiely mude that if the authorities do not demolish the
wnIlla the people whill d.;bi.;’?zr :IJ::? ing dobal

am oonscions baw urego s por
the horrible seene of Iurmrgr it wae I;'y l::t.fortmvto t;g
ness. No human pen could pomibly convey the awful
reality—no langnage could depiet the heart-rending nature
of the spectacle. MSantisgo is to day & eity of mourning—
the entire Rapublic is & partaker in ber grief,

Lest it bs wondered &t that the fire was allowed to gaio
snch headway 1 may meution that Santiago, a eity of a
kundred thousand inznbimu. possessca but three engines,
all out of order snd badly maunaged, fires being extremely
rare.

TERRIBLE PLUNGE OF A RAILROAD TRAIN.

From the Ottumwa ( lorea) Courier of 3t ultimo.

The long bridge about two milea esst of Batavia, on
the Burliotou ani Muscatine railroad, was set fire to on
Tuesday last, and was burning sa the evening train came
aloug. There in & sharp bend jus: beyond the bridge, and
the engineer, Mark Staasler, had no noties of the danger
until he turned the curve close to the bridge. The brakes
were promptly whistled down, but too late. The train,
eonsisting of engine, tender, thirteen cattle pars, muil and
passenger car, rushed into the buroing structure. Feel.
ing the engine sinking, Mark reve it, and then sud-
denly put on a full bead of steam, under the effest of
which the engine bounded forward so suddenly as to break
the connexion with tha tender. It then bounded off the
track, ran some distanes along the side of it, and then
back on the tenck #gain, and finnlly reached the bank in
sufety. The bridgs went down, and the cnttle care, thir-
teen of them. were piled up a perfect heap of matter in
the chasm. The passenger ear, in.which were five pas-
sengers and several brakesmen, alofie remained in security
on the enst bank—n most miraculous escape, no one being
injured. One boras, & passenger in one of the stook onrs,
was kilied. The burning was yndoubtedly the work of
an incendiary, #a the bridgs wan coverad with snow and
the weather was damp—raining, in faet. It in hardly
suppossble that fire could bave been communicated from
a passing train.  Btill, we understand the company has
no knowledge of any one who could have s motive to
evmmit 8o fisndish a deed. The bridge is now rebuilt,
and tralos are again cromsing as nsusl.  This kind of acol-
dent will bs guarded againet in future.

THE Goob Quern —Qneen Vietoria had the obildren
of the workmen on the Osborn estate anscmbled on Christ-
mas, where & Christmas tree, loaded with presents, was
arranged. Assisted by members of the royal femily, the
Queen spent the afternoon in distributing the presents to
tne children, oonsisting of wearing apparel, books, toys,
d&o. Afterwards she gave great-conls, blankets, &e. to
the laboring men and women. A fow days before the
Quaen dispensed Liberslly to the blind and paralytio in and
around London. The English le_are acousiomed to
the bestowment of charity during the Cheistmas holydays,

and their amisble Queen is giving strength and besuty to
the fachion hy her ?rigi: o‘::;p?:.

FaTAL EFFECTS 0F LAUGHING GAS.—Mr. Bamual P,
Sears, n merchant in New York, on Monday evening ealled
nt tho establishment of Dr. Joseph Burnelt, dentist, and
raquested him to extraot two or three decayed teeth, also
requesting the dentist to administer to him nitrous oxide
gns, better known aa * lsughing gas.”" Mr, Sears being
to all :ﬂnm in parfect , the operstor adminie-
tered the gae and drew the teeth. The patient seemingly
resoversd from the effects of the inhalation and went into
an inper room, but soon returned and complsioed of short-
ness of breath, sod sank on & sofs, upirinsi- a foew mo-
ments, An investigation by Dr. George B, Bouton re-
vealod the fact that the lungs of the decessed
Boutoo is of the opinion that the

much 4. Dr.
quantily of gas inhaled would have had no injurious effect
on & person in ordinary health,

The Riohmond Whig estimates that there are now

3,000,000 bales of cotéon in the Confederacy.

ly died forthem, but could enly | revolt against

undreds | rebellion to which the Henator from

 CONGRESSIONAL.
pnoroim txmxﬂu OF MR. DAVIS.

i & i
Oa Wednesday, the 18th iostant—
The Senale pro to the consideration of the reso
lutions offe on the Bth iostant by Mr. WiLson, of
Massachusetts, as follows :
Whereas the Hon Gawserr Davis, a Senstor from the
State of Keutveky, did on the 5th day of Javuary, A, D,
1864, introduce into the Senute of the United States a series
of ‘resolutions, in which, among other things, it is declared
that * the peopln Noith ought to revolt agaivst their war
leaders, au n‘a this matter into their owu hands,”
thereby me nuing to i the people of the United States to
1 the President of the United Biates and tliose in
autbority who eupport him in the presecutivn of the war fo
preserve, protect, and defend the Constitution sud the Union,
sud to take the prosecution of the war into their own hande:

fore
Be it veso.ved, That the said Garrstr Davis has, by the
introduction of the resolu jons aforeraid, beem guilty of ad-
vising the people cf the United Btates to treasonable, insur
rectio iary rebellious uction nst the Governweut of
the United States, and of & gross violaion of the privileges of
the Benate; for which canses he ia hereby expelled,

, which was obicfly devoted to reciting, eriticising,
construing the alieged offensive resolutions of Mr,
Davis.

Mr. DAVIS followed in an elaborate reply, in which he
denied, repudiated, and ridiculed the interpretation given
to his propositions by Mr. WILSON, whom he prosouneed
to be rnupobla of comprehending either their principles
or their spirit. In the opening of his speech, addressing
the President of the Benats, he said :
Sir, at the threshold, I deny that L wade nuy charge or
any imputetion in those resolutions, or either of them, that
the army was subsidizetl; that the heroes of Gettysburg
aod the other battle-fields upon which the American arms
have been illustrated were maligned by we in ths terms
or sense that the SBepator has imputed to me, What I amd
whs this, and I repeat it: that if the present Executive,
and his particular friends snd advieers, entertain the
schemes that 1 impute to them, 28 I firmly believe they
do, and ne I charge in those resolutivus, the natural aod
necessary machinery to which they would resort to (flae-
tuate their schemes would be n subsidized army, sod, lest
they should fail in their Baloulations of that agency to
effsctuate their nefarious aud treasonable ob]!::u, the:
would throw themselves upon that army of black janiaa-
ries which the Becretary ot War and the Adjatant Genersl,
againet the laws of this land, are now muatering into the
service of the United States. I do not withdraw that
poeition. I stand up to it und intend to abide by it.
Sir, I ask gentlemen to read this whole series of reso.
lutions, I deny that tters is n senti neut or an exhorta-
tion io them 1nviting to insurrection, rebellion, or war, or
wilitary violence. I utteriy controvert the position that
there is any insurrection invited or stimulated in these
resolutions, or in oy one of the series. 'The resolutions
institute or nttempt to institute a bold and s frank inves-
tigation of the principles and measures of this Admini«tra-
tion; and I intend to contiue that operation until the
Senate expels me from it as one of ita members.
But, sir, if such shall Le the judgment of the Senate, I
have & higher mission than that of enacting Benator of the
Unitéd Btates. I have the mission of an Awerican free-
man born under the Constitution, baving nmbued in my
boyhood and cherished in my mature manhood its imwor-
tal priveiples of liberty, and to them I will adhere while
there is breath in this feeble body; and I will go howe,
and among my oative people, in my own loved tucky,
I will ruise the ery of oppression and tyranny, of usurpa-
tion and revolution against the faithless men who have
e of their own Government. ;
Mr, President, we bave fallen on evil times indeed. We
pot ooly bave a great war, & great insurreetion, a great
rebellion, which I have aiways said I believed to be second
in wiokedness and cen, if siful, only to that
Massachusetts ad
verted, when Lucifer and bis rebel sngels were hurled
fiom heaven ; but, in addition to that, we have our own
Government, the administratorsa of our Goveroment, who
are sworn to support it, sworn to uphold, protect. and de-
fend the Constitution, not only to upbeld the power with
which the Constitution elothes them, but also the liberties
which it guaranties and secures to the eitizen, aud with-
out whioh the Government wonld never have been form-
od—we have these men, recreant to their high trusts, by
the t pervermion of power, by its glaring abuse and
ucurpation, both civil and military, trying to subvert that
Constitution and the popular liberties which it secures.
And if any man has the audacity to question their mea-
sures, their justics, their wisdom, their constilutionality,
their compatibility with the continusnes of popular liber-
ty, the man who 10 attempt to perform that Lask is
branded and d d by them as disloyal, a3 a teaicor.
Bir, n grosser perversion of language, & bolder elander than
what has besn uttered by the Senator from Massachusetls
agaioat me never fell from human lips.
Mr. Premdent, we have had great men in the past. The
founders of our Government were 1rm: wen : wiss, good,
great ots. When I deeire to learn the prineiples of
our ernment sod of our Coostitution, L go to that
noble fountain of political truth, their illustrations of it
Buch men 8 the Senator from Massachusette cnly periorm
the ignoble and base office of attempting to mudale that
fountsin. He is vot eompetent to any other work, Bir,
I will read from what Mr. Webater said upon this subjeet
of investigating the measures of Government and ite offi-
oers:
** It is the ancient ana Indubitable prerogative of the people
to eanvass public measures and the merita of public men. It
is not to be drawn ioto controversy. It is ws andonbted as
the right of breathing the air or walking upon Lo earth,
Belonging to private life as u right, it belongs 1o pablic |'fe
asn duty, and it ie the last doty that I shall abandon. This
:1: 'I:‘:::;ﬁlul.bnll privilege | sball defend and exercisn at
(]

In that sentiment I am but the humble follower of the
imwortal expounder of the Constitution. At & far off and
bumble diatance I iutend to follow his lead, his enuncin-
tion of that great sentiment, and though I may not be ss
much in advance and ¢fficioncy as others in upholding it, I
will be found as steady and true to ite support as any one.

Mr. Davis proceeded at length to arraign the publie
conduct of the Benator from Massachusrelta, in the course
of which he reminded the Senata that, three years sgo
wheo he (Mr. D ) was not & member of the Senate or of
Congress, that the Senator from Massachusetts bad heard
Mr. Toombs addrees the President of the Benate and boldly
sonounced to him and all others then p-esent I am a
rebel, and you never lookad upon & better rebel " He had
aleo heard Mr. Mason, of Virginis, stand in the same pre-
nee deelare, ' I owe no allegiance to the Govern-
ment of the United States.” And Messra. Wigfall, Davis,
and other leaders in this graat rebellion had, day o and
day out, and nearly every hour of the day that the Senate
waid in session, flouted
the r denuneistions of the Governmont and of its power,
in the presence of the pure, and auguat, avd courageous,
and patriotic Seoator from Massachusetts, and he waa
dumb as & fish. Waas there ever such a grand theatre for
the display of his moral and mlwdl eourage, and the high-
et of patriotism if he had bad it?

I did not read in my distant home ﬁ“id Mr. Davis) the
declarations of thoss sudacious traitors without feeling
my blood boil within my veine. Had I been present and a
member of the Sennte, nnd had heard their utbernnees of bold
tr-as'n, and witiessed the nsulting manner in which they
asssiled their own Government and country, I believe T
would bave been a little more demonstrative than the mute
Henator from Ma sachusetts was. But the Benator was
then in a minority. Ie was in the presence of avowed
traitors; he had no army to back him in any line of om-
duot he choss te adept, Now the state of thivgs is u'bared.
1 am bera in the minority ; the Senator from Massachu-
setin is in & trivm and overwhelmiog majority in this
body ; and in addition to that, he is supporied by hun-
dredn of thousands of soldiers, whoss officers hold their
placos by the will of the power at the other end of the
avenue, and when they are ordered to do the behests of
their chiefs must do it, or diemiesal, dirgrace, a court-
martial, martial law, and sentevcss to be shot will be their
doom. But, Mr. President, if the condition of things
could be changed, if it were possible for some Prosparo to
lure back the party that was then in power, aod to plios
the Benator in its midet, and he wan doomed to suffar the
shame, the humiliation, the ignominy to his patiiotio soul of
again listening to the treasoushle declarations of those
men, we ever hear of a resolution from him to ex-
S O S0 s whons e, S g

very valorous w
away; but when his party command the situation, nad
bave onal majorities, and armies numberad by
bundreds of thousands to do their bidding, ob, how wou-
droualy brave is the Benatcr from Massachusstis!

The Benator from Massachusetta does not want the war
to atop. Well, sir, I do not desivs it, and as far as ny
vota goes it shall not stop until the rebels bave aubmitted
to tte Constitution and laws and suthority «f the Unit-d
States. That is my snd the position of my State.
I intend to hold it i but I intend to hold it upon

to my unllonhmll?. tupon its
restriotions and limitations of power, upon ite distribution
among the v departmenta—the legislative to one,
the exacutive to another without a particle of legislative,
¢ to a third a8 men violate
these these fundamental divisions of the
great powers of the Government I am not going to be re
creant to the Government and the country. I will sus-
tnin Mt':'d are M“, . ta admlul:ier 1t, howaeor in-
compet-n unwos . Althongh I be-
lieve, I mn,.:?mnhmumh,
“t: ?mﬂ:o:n:d wiekadly violat
induee me to paose
moment in veting them proper wppliuwm:: to
the war to & sycceasful issus ; far from it
t here is where the shoe pinohes the Sepator. His
paramount rnrm is to on this war 10
alavery; to use nil the war powers
ment
eir ox

-

st | |

Mr WILSON opened the debate in a speech of some |

Y | all the facts aud cireumstances connected therewith.

their treasonable seseverations, |

propound to e Bevalor frow Massschu ot o this ques-
Liva: 1l the vebols in the Soulbern Biates wers Lo offer
coms buek buwmoriow. upon ooudition that they should
bave all their rights usder the Coostitution em_
na those rights bave boeu forteited by their
crimes under Lhat insirument, nod as that
be adjudged by the nppropriste tribupals, would you
agres, sir, thet they should 6 me back and bold slavery iu
wll tho e Btates na beretofvie ! The SBensto: is siledt.
His heart anewors that question.  Phere is no man in the
Henate who has observed bis couras but what koows thet
he 18 wore devoted to the aboltion of s'avery eiery where
Lban be is to the vindieation of the Constitu i, the laws,
sud sutborty of the United States; aod I vanture now
the proposition that il tho ehoice was offerel him
or to-night upon his prilow, which will you take, sir,
saparation of the Southern Statan or the restoration of all
ae BhﬁM up;u that:uh :«: whiehtluh:l;l dum‘w "

would uot hesitate one instunt o ing eopa-

ration of the Southern Btates. -
Mr. Davis's entire speech and eitations would ocoupy
nine or ten eolumos. When be conoluded—
Mr. WILSON made » brief rejoinder, denying saveral
of the imputntions mude upon him by Mr. D. (but which
wre not mentioned in the foregoing report,) and then,
without dispasing of the subject, the Senate nijourned.

£
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OFFICIAL CORRUPTIONS.

In the House of Represeatatives, on the 18th
instant-—

Mr. HOLMAN asked uoavimous consent to offer tie
following resolution :

Whereas it has been pablicly charged that frands mate.
rially aff-ctng the uterests of the Government huv.
recently committed by persons anid ra connected with
furnighing supplies  r the srmy, and that persons charged
with such frauds and wit: the embezzlewent of the public
money sud the »ppropriution to their own use of publie pro.
perty under their - fleial contr'] have not been :0.
gpoedy trial for Lhe offences cha: ged agaiust them;

as the existonce of sucn charges uninvestigated is
1o impair the eonfid of the people in the integrity of their

Goverrment: Therefore,

E.

&d by the 8pe ker to inguire iuto and

made during the present war for supp'ies snd

for the army, und whether the rame have been ma
vertixing for proposals in purspance with law in
furnishing supplies for the Government, an | if

#on therefor, end the reasonsbleneas of m

¥

:;hmliaue:i contracts ara lmn f“wmm with the
ong iuviling proposals, if not, the reasona for
and whethl::f auy offleer or peraom in the enploym::t. of
Government ire iotercuted either direeily or indirestly
uay such contracts, whether made on advertisement for
posals or otherwise ; aleo, whether there has been an
r hls and une detnyhthomlﬂnlo{
cers and persons mnneum‘ll with contracte for fi ",
plien jor the wny 8 d who have beon charg-:dwﬁh
mirconduot prejudicial to the interests of the Govsrnment
aud if such has been the case the reasons for such delay ; that
said committes may send for percons and papers ; may exam-
ine witnesies under oath, and report at any time.

Mr. GRINNELL. I desire to ask the geotleman from
Indiana (Mr. HOLMAN) whether he bas any particular
case to present for the action of the House 7 he an;
purticular grievancs to which he ean refer us as a 'ranni
for the action which he now proposes

Mr. HOLMAN. I can nwme several which should be
the subjact of an inveatigation.

Mr. GRINNEEL. 1 wou'd be glad if the geatleman
would name ong,

Mr. HOLMAN. If the Houss thinks proper to hear
me, I will be glad to name several instances calling for

investigalion.
I only want to say this: Let the

il

Mr. GRINNELL.
geotleman from Indiana present to the House !ﬁaﬂu-
tions and not general oharges, and I will go as far as he
or sny other member of this House will go for the pur-
pose of securing investigation. But I think that the
pendirg resolution is too gensral, If this praectice is to
prevail, I think that we might spend the whole of the ses-
8ion in esbwitting reso!utions, appointing committees, and
earrying on fruitlens investigstions. 1 dv not want to

the whole year here for any such purposs. T amo pﬂ
therefore, to the Jmmge of this reaolution unless &o
tleman from Inds

name persna and particular matters, so that we may
know exactly what we are doing.

Mr. HOLMAN. Mr. Spenker, the resolution contem-
plates an inguiry into two elasses of cases, or specifies
two subj=ets of vxnmination. The gentleman from Towa
requires epacifio ivstanees of fisud. I eannot refer to
them nll ; this wou'd ba impossible. I must state a fow
facts as bricfly nn passible. If I thought that the House
would have patience to listan ab this late hour I might feel
disposed to go into the subject more fully.

What doss the resolution propose 1 ft firat dirests an
inguiry na to what contracts have been made without ad-
vertising for proposdl - as is required by law | where such
contracts hnve been made, the reason why the law was
not complicd with, and aleo in such cases the rensonable

ness of the contracis themmelves. And, , aod T
think the more important point embraced in the resolution
I have offered, is, why parties charged with frauds against
the Governmoot have not be brought to triel before the
proper tribunals.

The gentleman from Tows ealls for special cases where
nocasations brought agaiost parties for frauds against the
Government have been delayed in being brought to trial.
I will call the attention of my friend to the emse of an
nepistant qumrtermaster at Ciocionsti, Captain P. W,
Iturt. Sa far back ss last July or August he was
plae d under wrroat, 8 has been uniforinly asserted, by
order of Genaral Barnside, charged with the grave
offspee of fraud and embezzlement in conoexion with
bis official duties ns s quartermaster st that post. 1
am informed that a board of officers, under the orders
of General Burnside, examined wto the facts and re-
ported on them, fully sustaming the charges. A oourt-
martul was organized for the purpose of trying the case,
This was an far back se August of last year. r many
deluys, for reasons which are unsxplained, I am informed
that the eourt-martial was diesolved without any trisl of
the eauss. It is anid, too, that the court-ma was dis-
solved by order of the War Department. Caplain Hurtt,
instead of being tried, was ordered to Washington in No-
vembar or December, and xince theo, and quite ri b
he has been remanded to Cineinoati, and is still at large
Imli untried.

Ktale with confidence, based 1ot ooly on newspaper
slatements, but on other sources of m!'ur{ltdh. that the
oharges agninst Capt. Hurtt were of a most grave and se-
rious character, snd were fully sustaioed the official
exnminstion, and involved other paities,’ through
of this period and up to this moment he bas not
brought to teial; that during the long montbs which have
intervened there has been no investigation into the matter.
I inaiat, sir, that when & public officer—I care not
may bo his position or station—is charged with scts of
fraud in connnaxion with the discharge of his oficial do
he shall be brought by the Government to & spasdy m
or the offenoe, thnt lﬁu faets should be fully diselosed, so
that the people may have conflienos that publie officers
charged with official miseonduet to the public injury will
be lpunixI:od.

could mention, but 1 do not desire u to
occupy the time of the Houss, many mwmm
charges of embevz'oment, peeulations, and frand on the
part of publie officers have ::n made over and over again
in the public prints, and where extraordinacy and unae-
countable delays bava oceurred in bringing the parties to
trinl and merited punishment. To nacertain the canse of
thesa delaya is & pricaary objeot of this resolation  If the
gentleman from lown does not want theso frauds investi-
gated; if by does not desire the stream of the admicisteas
tion of publie affairs to ron pure ; if he waots ihe

Ie

money frittered nway in frandunlent transactions; if, in &
word, be desires that parties charged in ths

and by the publie voies with embezzlement of the

funde and official corruption stall not be ht to
Justice, he shonld object to thia reaolution. I that be the

position that the gentloman and the majority of this Hounse
ooenpy, the sooner the country knows it the better.
far na I am aonearned, 1 do not ask that this resolution
shall ba paswed for any party or partisan purposs, nor do
I #eck this investigation merely for the purpose of affsgt-
ing the Administration in power. 1 am controlled, sir, by
no such purpose, but by & sense of publio duty in sseking
to nirest tha pecolation and fraud which pow upon
the country, 11 & public offi ser holding & MH-H
eare not what may be his politioal eraad—is oharged with
violating his trust and committing frand upon the public
Treanury ina tangible form, T aiall vota to secure & prompt
investigation  Tne peaple whoss rights are involved may
justly demand ihis. If the geotleman from Tows objecte
to the resoliition it may by weeks or even monthy, under
the ta'es of tha House, before it can be bronght up for
& lion again  The rosponsiblity ie with him,

Mr. GRINNELL The gantlemsn from Indians has
made an extrasrdinary apeeoh in explanstion of his reso-
1}rih‘lm, tl b‘rliinv;. wir, that T e;ono:.p:d for this side of the

ouse tank it has never ob| to moy mvestigation
where thers had bean a spacifie ohargs Df,lﬂ!lllﬂnll.ﬂ'
that supplies wera farnisned withont advertising for pro-
posnla.  And this sids of the House never will objeet to
any eneh investigntion in the future,
The gentlemnn now apesks of
withont ndvertisament for proposals.
ton eaid noth He talks about a
a«nllnm from Indinna baving suffered from 1he aots of
an. Burnside. Lot him present in his resolution a par-
tieular instance of grievanos, and | am one who will vote
with any wide of the Hotes for an ioveatigation.  But hors
he maken whaleande shnrgna, unsubstantisted and without
apacifieations, and I sm opposed to bringing forty differsot
thinga—if I mny uve that latitude of ax ion-=into one
rosolution. T will units with the gentleman in mvestigat-
In.ny WO:!'I‘I' ﬂI-n and —

r. . I hnve himitad this rasolation to &
tionlsr matter of imrrﬁ—.h oontracts entered lm"i:

slone.
dooss not understand that

unanimota connent is given to the introduction of the re-
wolation,

¥

Mr. GRINNELL. T objeot to if,

Resolved, That a committes of seven members be
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nus will bring forward speciﬂun.ug:
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